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Sunday, October 28, 2018
Reformation Sunday
Holy Communion
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the
good news—that makes us free! We pray that the Holy Spirit would
continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the
world. In the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the
day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s house this morning.
We pray that the time you share with us will be meaningful for you and
that God will bless you through it. If you have a question that is not
answered here, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the registry/attendance sheet found
in the pew in the black folder at the center aisle. It is important to us that
we know who is worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today. Hymns are found
in the “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnals located in the racks on
the back of the pew in front of you. Everything else is printed in this
booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As Christians in the
Lutheran heritage, we believe that our Lord Jesus is physically present
“in, with, and under” the bread and wine we receive. However, if you
believe that Jesus’ body and blood were given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune with us,
regardless of your faith background. A white grape juice is available at
the center of the tray for those who do not wish to receive wine. Glutenfree wafers are available for those with gluten sensitivity.
If you desire to receive communion but are unable to come forward to
the communion rail, inform the usher of such and communion will be
brought to you.
. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
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Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Crossroads
Pastor:
Pastor Creighton
Greeters:
Don and Ellen Davis
Accompanist:
Sheryl Harmeyer
Acolytes:
Emily Borgman and Isabelle Westerfeld
Assisting Minister:
Laura Nicholson
Reader:
Gary Westerfeld
Communion Assistant:
Debbie Mack
Sound System:
Brandon Borgman
Offering Counters:
Gary Westerfeld and Arnie Wehr
Altar Committee:
Gary Westerfeld

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
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Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 504

GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

ELW p. 138

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
♪Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 140

A canticle of praise may be sung by all.
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♪This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

A reading from the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah.
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31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
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11

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders.
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into
a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a
gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

A reading from the third chapter of Romans.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
20
For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in
Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

♪Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.

The holy gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
33
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
31

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:

ELW 654

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

Holy God, work in your church across denominational and cultural divisions to form us
into a more complete expression of your holy community. Show the world your likeness
through us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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By rain, rivers, and oceans, remind us how your word flows through this world,
surrounding us with grace. Keep us always in the covenant that is sealed in water and
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Free us from the lies we tell ourselves or others in order to justify our words and actions.
Lead us to speak honestly and to listen humbly, and reveal your truth among us. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be a stronghold for people who are in danger this day. In your righteous presence cause
the evil that surrounds them to flee, and clothe them with your mercy. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Continue making all things new. Seal your covenant with humankind, and write your law
on our hearts. Make repentance a regular habit for us so that forgiveness abounds. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide all the saints in proclaiming the good news of salvation in Christ as you did with
Simon and Jude, apostles. Bring your people eternally into Christ’s presence on the last
day. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and all for whom we have
forgotten or neglected to pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with
you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.
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OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. After
the offering is gathered, the assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING SONG:

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.
11

ELW 182

Let us pray together.
God of life,
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 144

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the holy spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.

Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
The assembly is seated.
All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive communion at your home
church, you are invited to do so here. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

♪Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the presiding minister may
say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION:

ELW 884
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be
humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG:

ELW 517

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman
Aaron Nicholson
Art and Karen Salvitti

Noah Mack
Todd Siebert
Marlin and Julia Siebert
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Chris Meyer

Kasey Hester (friend of Marilyn Gausman’s son Michael)
Nick and Ivy Gunter and their unborn twins
Max and John (Noah Mack’s roommates)
Steve Gookins (Friend of Les & Martha Kessens and Dennis & Andrea Westerfeld)
Erin Newcomb (Hauser HS student)
Nate McClintic (Spouse of Debbie Mack’s co-worker)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Stella Long (Marilyn Gausman’s sister-in-law)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Carol Rayve (Karen Salvitti's mother)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold

Bill Westerfeld

Our members at St. Andrew's:

Julia Siebert

Ruth Thackery

Our Partner Churches: Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia and St. Peter Lutheran
Church, Dillsboro
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Today:
Welcome to worship! In a world — and a church — that’s always changing and
reforming, we trust in the constant and sure love of God.
November newsletters are available in the narthex. Please take yours – and any for your
family – as you leave this morning.

This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Tuesday –
SEIC Clergy meeting
Wednesday –
2nd Year Confirmation
Thursday –
Batesville Area Ministerial Assoc.
Sunday Sunday School
Worship Service

10:00 AM
6:30 – 8:00 PM
1:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Upcoming Events / Announcements:
The Fall Luncheon is on Saturday, November 10th with a Veterans theme. The event is
for everyone. It will be held at Izzys’ Restaurant from 11am – 1pm. Please contact Carol
Siebert to make reservations by Nov. 4th.
The Semi-Annual Meeting to receive financial reports will be November 18th following
worship. Also, at this meeting, we will be adopting the 2019 budget and voting on a
kitchen renovation proposal. Please plan to attend this important meeting.
The Food Pantry is beginning to collect items for the holiday baskets. They are asking
us to collect 300 canned fruits and/or vegetables each month for both October and
November. Please consider assisting with this vital community ministry. Your generosity
and cooperation are greatly appreciated by our neighbors in need.
18

Not Ashamed
In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of “Lutheran heritage”
day, a time for singing chorales and remembering the theological reforms of the sixteenth
century that gave birth to Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is placed on the
church’s need for continual reform; the church’s history is secondary to an emphasis on
the issues and needs of the church today. Both approaches have much to commend them.
But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. In Jeremiah we are
reminded of a new covenant and the promise that God will forgive, the promise written
on our hearts. In Romans Paul brings the full force of the law to bear on our lives: “since
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). With this reality, how
can we have any hope apart from divine grace? Finally, in the gospel reading from John
we are reminded that our freedom comes from Christ alone. We are neither bound to the
past nor slaves to our anxieties of the present.
Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful proclamation: “God is our refuge
and strength.” The God we know in the person of Jesus is the one we can turn to in times
of crisis, the one we call upon in times of fear, the one we trust to pour out mercy and
forgiveness upon us. This Jesus is our solid foundation. In a world of chaos, confusion,
and change there is a constant: the enduring and life-giving grace of God.
On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we are not ashamed of
this good news, this gospel.
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