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Sunday, November 18, 2018
Season after Pentecost
Holy Communion
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate
Christ’s coming again. So the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end
time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us,
Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no
way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water,
trusting the one who has promised. The more we see the last day approaching, the
more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s house this morning. We pray
that the time you share with us will be meaningful for you and that God will bless you
through it. If you have a question that is not answered here, please don’t hesitate to
ask someone around you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the registry/attendance sheet found in the pew in
the black folder at the center aisle. It is important to us that we know who is
worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today. Hymns are found in the
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnals located in the racks on the back of the pew
in front of you. Everything else is printed in this booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As Christians in the Lutheran heritage,
we believe that our Lord Jesus is physically present “in, with, and under” the bread
and wine we receive. However, if you believe that Jesus’ body and blood were given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune with
us, regardless of your faith background. A white grape juice is available at the center
of the tray for those who do not wish to receive wine. Gluten-free wafers are available
for those with gluten sensitivity.
If you desire to receive communion but are unable to come forward to the
communion rail, inform the usher of such and communion will be brought to you.
. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
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Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Crossroads
Pastor:
Pastor Creighton
Greeters:
Alvin and Sheryl Harmeyer
Accompanist:
Kathy Westerfeld
Acolytes:
Damon and Cole Rippetoe
Assisting Minister:
Gary Westerfeld
Reader:
Gena Mack
Communion Assistant:
Lisa Gausman
Sound System:
Adam Mack
Offering Counters:
Dennis Westerfeld and Gary Westerfeld
Altar Committee:
Carol Siebert
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are
not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others
to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.
Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the
world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as
God’s people who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 723

GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

ELW p. 203

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.

♪ Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
♪ Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
♪ Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow'r; create in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 204

♪ Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
♪ Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav'n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God's right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
♪ Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father's splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be
steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will
is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Daniel 12:1-3
The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and
symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with
God’s revelation about the end time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the
righteous who have been persecuted.

A reading from the twelfth chapter of Daniel.
“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There
shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into
existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written
in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall
shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever.”
1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 16
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
1

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
5

3

But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
5
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8
I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:11-25
Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has
uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we have received forgiveness through Christ’s
death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good
works from each other.

A reading from the tenth chapter of Hebrews.
11

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same
sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a
single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13and since then has been
waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14For by a single
offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also
testifies to us, for after saying,
16
“This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
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and I will write them on their minds,”
he also adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood
of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is,
through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us
approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let
us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.

CHOIR ANTHEM: All Good Gifts
The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 205

♪ Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
GOSPEL: Mark 13:1-8
In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon
them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what
large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great
1
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buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
3
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John,
and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them,
“Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’
and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:

ELW 767

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, you made the church through the working of the Holy Spirit, and you
provide the assurance of faith through your Son. Guide us in our proclamation of the
gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You created all things and said your creation was good. Protect land and water from
harm, cause all living things to thrive, and raise up stewards for the well-being of
creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You desire peace for the whole world. Provide refuge for those in harm’s way, bring an
end to war, and instill in political leaders the love for all that comes from you. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your compassion through caregivers, advocates, and medical professionals.
Heal the sick, deliver the suffering, bind up the brokenhearted, provide shelter for the
homeless and food for the hungry. We pray especially for those listed in the bulletin and
prayer book, and those we name aloud or in our hearts at this time. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bless us in our coming and our going, in our waking and our sleeping, and in our
daily work. Make our love and good deeds a reflection of the freedom you give us in
Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You grant us everlasting life. Through the witness of your saints who now rest in the
Lord, inspire us in our lives of faithful service. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and all for whom we have
forgotten or neglected to pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with
you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. After
the offering is gathered, the assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful
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ELW 182

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.

Let us pray together.
God of life,
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.
DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 207

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heav'n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
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the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the holy spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.
The assembly is seated.
All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive communion at your home
church, you are invited to do so here. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 208

♪O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
♪O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
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♪O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the presiding minister may
say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION:

ELW 884
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be
humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon

ELW 439

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman
Aaron Nicholson
Art and Karen Salvitti

Chris Meyer
Todd Siebert
Marlin and Julia Siebert

Kasey Hester (friend of Marilyn Gausman’s son Michael)
Nick and Ivy Gunter and their unborn twins
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Leon Siebert

Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Steve Gookins (Friend of Les & Martha Kessens and Dennis & Andrea Westerfeld)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Stella Long (Marilyn Gausman’s sister-in-law)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
Nate McClintic (Spouse of Debbie Mack’s co-worker)
Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Erin Newcomb (Hauser HS student)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Carol Rayve (Karen Salvitti's mother)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold

Bill Westerfeld

Our members at St. Andrew's:

Julia Siebert

Ruth Thackery

Our Partner Churches: China Christian Council Three Self Patriotic Movement and
Trinity Lutheran Church, Klemme’s Corner
Today:
The psalmist urges us: “Make a joyful noise to the LORD! ... Come into his presence
with singing!” (Psalm 100:1-2, ESV). Let us do so! Welcome.
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The Semi-Annual Meeting to receive financial reports is today following worship. Also, at this
meeting, we will be adopting the 2019 budget and voting on a kitchen renovation proposal. Please
plan to stay for this important meeting.

Today is the deadline for newsletter articles.
This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Tuesday –
SEIC Clergy meeting
Choir practice
Thursday –
Happy Thanksgiving
Sunday Sunday School
Worship Service

10:00 AM
7:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Upcoming Events / Announcements:
The Food Pantry is collecting items for the holiday baskets. They are asking us to
collect 300 canned fruits and/or vegetables. Please consider assisting with this vital
community ministry. Your generosity and cooperation are greatly appreciated by our
neighbors in need.
Pr. Creighton will be leading a Blue Christmas worship service Sunday, Dec. 2nd at
6:30 pm. This service is designed for those for whom the holiday season may be
difficult.
Advent worship services will be on Wednesdays during December at 6:30 pm. Please
consider taking a quiet break from the hustle and bustle of the season to prepare yourself
for the Christ Child’s birth.
Plan ahead for December events:
Hanging of the Greens – December 2nd following worship
Christmas Caroling – December 9th at 1:00 pm
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Real Strength in Community of Faith
What makes something strong? Is steel strong because of its ability to withstand stress
from many directions? Is wood strong because of its ability to absorb impact while
remaining intact? Is the material of a spider’s web strong because of its tensile strengthto-weight ratio? Things are strong for many reasons. The temple in Jerusalem was
thought to be stronger and more permanent than anything, yet Jesus says in Mark, “Not
one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down” (Mark 13:2). Jesus
shows hearers that true strength is not built upon the oppression of widows (Mark 12:4144).
Many of the world’s most prized structures are built on the shoulders of the poor and
oppressed. How many homes in poorer areas of cities have been destroyed by the need
for a new or wider highway? How many workers living in poverty died building the
Golden Gate or Brooklyn Bridges, the Hoover Dam or the Empire State Building? In
order for human beings to build structures of great strength, they must rely on sacrifice
and compromise. Can any human standard of strength be achieved without making
something else weak?
Real strength, however, is not shown in things built by human hands. Real strength is
found in the hands themselves. True strength is shown in workers reporting to work day
after day in impossible conditions because it’s the only way to feed their family. It is
shown by an entire community of God’s people linking their trembling hands as they
share the “confession of our hope without wavering” (Heb. 10:23). The new, true temple,
Jesus’ faithful strength, succumbs in weakness to human-made nails. While the nails lie
rusting away, the wounded hands and body rise again to break bread with all on the
journey down the path of life.
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