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Sunday, September 30, 2018
Season after Pentecost
Holy Communion
Someone is casting out demons in Jesus’ name who isn’t part of Jesus’
own circle, and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as
Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official
authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus
welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his
control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value
good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep
tabs on.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s house this
morning. We pray that the time you share with us will be meaningful
for you and that God will bless you through it. If you have a question
that is not answered here, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around
you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the registry/attendance sheet
found in the pew in the black folder at the center aisle. It is important
to us that we know who is worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today. Hymns are
found in the “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnals located in the
racks on the back of the pew in front of you. Everything else is printed
in this booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As Christians in the
Lutheran heritage, we believe that our Lord Jesus is physically present
“in, with, and under” the bread and wine we receive. However, if you
believe that Jesus’ body and blood were given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune with us,
regardless of your faith background. A white grape juice is available
at the center of the tray for those who do not wish to receive wine.
Gluten-free wafers are available for those with gluten sensitivity.
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If you desire to receive communion but are unable to come forward
to the communion rail, inform the usher of such and communion will
be brought to you.
. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Crossroads
Pastor:
Rev. Sue Socha
Greeters:
Doug & Becky Bohman Family
Accompanist:
Andrea Westerfeld
Acolytes:
Ashton Turner, Bradley Wirth
Assisting Minister:
Gary Westerfeld
Reader:
Ellen Siebert
Communion Assistant: Lisa Gausman
Sound System:
Gena Mack
Offering Counters:
Gary Westerfeld, Les Kessens
Altar Committee:
Gene and Mary Lou Krieger

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals
us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear
that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given
to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a
church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for
what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our
lives in the world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 705
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GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

ELW p. 138

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
♪Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 140

A canticle of praise may be sung by all.

♪This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and
glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with
you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading.
God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly
needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as
leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?
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A reading from the eleventh chapter of Numbers.
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The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept
again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we
used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is
nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses
was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your
servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay
the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I
give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom,
as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to
their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For
they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able
to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the
way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found
favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”
16
So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of
Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over
them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place
there with you.”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent.
25
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and
when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so
again.
26
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other
named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in
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the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the
LORD‘s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
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The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
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SECOND READING: James 5:13-20
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need,
celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing
sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

A reading from the fifth chapter of James.
3
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They
should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call
for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them
with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick,
and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will
be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for
one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did
not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain
and the earth yielded its harvest.
19
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and
will cover a multitude of sins.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

♪Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves
service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them
as well as to others.

The holy gospel, according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
39
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose
the reward.
42
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were
hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed
than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter
life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into
hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
49
“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves and be at
peace with one another.”
38

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:

ELW 798
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, you gather together people of faith in every time and every
place to be the risen body of Christ in the world. Enliven the church to
nourish its members, to love the earth, and to serve its neighbors. Lord, in
your mercy,
13

hear our prayer.
Creative God, you weave together the fabric of the universe. Forests and
fields bear the banner of your abundance. Give us wisdom and
discernment to be good stewards of our resources. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you bless people with intelligence and compassion.
Inspire citizens to raise up good leaders who seek peace and reconciliation
among nations and who long to repair the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, you house the homeless, free the captive, and heal the sick.
Make our hands your hands in service to strangers and friends. We pray
especially for those listed in the bulletin and prayer book, and those we
name aloud or in our hearts at this time. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, you have given us to each other in this congregation.
Make us glad to receive those you send to us and ready to receive their
unique gifts and perspectives. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In every time and place you raise up witnesses who testify to your love
and tender mercy. We remember with thanksgiving all who made your
word known in the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and all for
whom we have forgotten or neglected to pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace
be with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands as the gifts are brought
forward.

15

OFFERING SONG:

ELW 182

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.

Let us pray together.
God of life,
16

you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our
labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a
table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Light. Amen.

DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 144

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
18

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the holy spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.

Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with
you.
The assembly is seated.
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All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive communion at your
home church, you are invited to do so here. Everyone is invited to receive communion
or a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

♪Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the presiding
minister may say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION:

ELW 884

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that
form us to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our
serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing
and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our
redeemer. Amen.
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BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ,
savior of the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and
enlightening the church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG:

ELW 545
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DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman
Todd Siebert
Art and Karen Salvitti

Chris Meyer
Aaron Nicholson
Sarajane Wilson Leon Siebert
Marlin and Julia Siebert

Family and friends of Steve Reen
Kasey Hester, A friend of Michael Gibson (Marilyn Gausman's son)
Nick and Ivy Gunter and their unborn twins
Max and John (Noah Mack’s roommates)
Steve Gookins (Friend of Les & Martha Kessens and Dennis & Andrea Westerfeld)
Hauser HS students involved in accident
Nate McClintic (Spouse of Debbie Mack’s co-worker)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
Melody Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s daughter)
Zach Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s relative)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Stella Long (Paul Gausman’s sister)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
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Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Carol Rayve (Karen Salvitti's mother)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold

Bill Westerfeld

Our members at St. Andrew's:
Julia Siebert
Ruth Thackery
Our Partner Churches: Andrha Evangelical Lutheran Church, India and
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Bear Branch
Today:
“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let
them sing songs of praise” (James 5:13, NIV). In this holy time and space,
we express prayers for the hurting as well as songs of joy. Welcome!
We welcome Pastor Sue Socha from St. Paul, Milan this morning as part
of the SEIC Pulpit Exchange. Pastor Creighton is preaching at Zion,
Manchester, his home church this morning.
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This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
8:00 AM -4:00 PM

Monday Pastor Creighton in Indy for (FCTE)
Church Council meeting
Tuesday SEIC Clergy Meeting
Wednesday 1st year confirmation class
Choir practice
Thursday –
Batesville Area Ministerial Assoc.
Blessing of the Animals Service
Sunday NO Sunday School
Worship Service
CROP Walk

6:30 PM
10:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM
6:00 PM

10:00 AM
1:00 PM

Upcoming Events / Announcements:
On the evening of Oct 4 (Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, Renewer of the
Church) at 6 pm, we will have a Pet Blessing Service outside in the upper
parking area, weather permitting. ALL Pets and their Humans Welcome!
CROP Walk is October 7th at St. Peter’s UCC (Finks). Please see Pastor
Creighton or Ethel Ollier if you are interested in walking.
There are numerous events taking place in Batesville and the surrounding
area in the next few weeks. Please see the bulletin board for more information
about them.
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The Food Pantry is beginning to collect items for the holiday baskets. They
are asking us to collect 300 canned fruits and/or vegetables each month for
both October and November. Please consider assisting with this vital
community ministry. Your generosity and cooperation are greatly appreciated
by our neighbors in need.
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Don’t Try to Stop God
In Mark 9:38-50 the disciples—at least John—are upset because they saw
somebody, not a disciple, “casting out demons” in Jesus’ name. Here John
sounds strikingly similar to the Pharisees, who became upset when someone
out of their control, Jesus, healed a person on the sabbath (Mark 3:1-6). A
common tendency among religious leaders seems to be uneasiness with God
acting in ways that are outside of the expected channels and outside of their
control.
Throughout Mark’s gospel we are reminded that God’s activity and power are
not controlled by or limited to established religious institutions. This point is
made clear in the opening verses of the gospel. Mark doesn’t begin the story
of the “good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1) in Jerusalem,
where one might expect the story of a holy person to start. Instead, the
beginning of Mark’s gospel takes us to the wilderness, a place often
associated with the absence of God’s presence. But it is precisely in the
wilderness where we find John, proclaiming that “the kingdom of God has
come near” (Mark 1:15).
There was a sense in Jesus’ time that God could or would only be present in
the temple, and that God’s activity was determined by the actions of the
religious leaders. We have the same temptation today. We often think of what
happens in the church building as God’s activity but forget that God is also
present and acting in the world outside the church. We often think of
Christians doing God’s work, but neglect to notice the ways in which nonChristians are also active in doing things that help to bring God’s kingdom
near. Jesus’ response to his disciple’s consternation about the fact that
someone who is not a disciple is casting out demons in Jesus’ name is an
important instruction to us as well. We shouldn’t stop someone who is doing
God’s will and bringing God’s kingdom near, just because they aren’t a part of
our group. In fact, we may even want to learn more about what they are doing
and join them!
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