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Sunday, October 14, 2018
Season after Pentecost
Holy Communion
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him
and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell
all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we
will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to
find life by divesting for the sake of the other.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s house this morning.
We pray that the time you share with us will be meaningful for you and
that God will bless you through it. If you have a question that is not
answered here, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the registry/attendance sheet found
in the pew in the black folder at the center aisle. It is important to us that
we know who is worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today. Hymns are found
in the “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnals located in the racks on
the back of the pew in front of you. Everything else is printed in this
booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As Christians in the
Lutheran heritage, we believe that our Lord Jesus is physically present
“in, with, and under” the bread and wine we receive. However, if you
believe that Jesus’ body and blood were given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune with us,
regardless of your faith background. A white grape juice is available at
the center of the tray for those who do not wish to receive wine. Glutenfree wafers are available for those with gluten sensitivity.
If you desire to receive communion but are unable to come forward to
the communion rail, inform the usher of such and communion will be
brought to you.
. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
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Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Crossroads
Pastor:
Pastor Creighton
Greeters:
Sharon Brown and Sharyn Cobler
Accompanist:
Kathy Westerfeld
Acolytes:
Ethan and Carter Wehr
Assisting Minister:
Gary Westerfeld
Reader:
Ellen Siebert
Communion Assistant:
Larry Siebert
Sound System:
Seth Gausman
Offering Counters:
Gene Krieger and Larry Siebert
Altar Committee:
Gary Westerfeld

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are
not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others
to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.
Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the
world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as
God’s people who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 720

GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

ELW p. 138

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
♪Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 140

A canticle of praise may be sung by all.
♪This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor,
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blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies
behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your
commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great
prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He
warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and
oppression incur God’s wrath.

A reading from the fifth chapter of Amos.
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Seek the LORD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
7
Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!
5
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They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
11
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
13
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.
14
Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
15
Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
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So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
13
Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious to your servants.
14
Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.
15
Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
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and as many years as we suffered adversity.
Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.
17
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.
16

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely
accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations,
because he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to
receive divine mercy from Christ.
A reading from the fourth chapter of Hebrews.
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Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.
14
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM: Purify My Heart
The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

♪Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is
surprising but unforgettable.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him,
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
23
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom
of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one
another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”
28
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and
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children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:

ELW 685

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.
Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

Almighty God, holy and righteous, cut our hearts open by your living word. Break down
our pride and self-assurance and transform us by your gentle mercy. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless workers who clear fields to prepare for the barren season to come. Bring the harvest
of your creation to completion, even as we look forward to the blossoming of new life.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Exercise and establish your true justice in courtrooms, in prisons, and in neighborhoods.
Guide those who manage great wealth to do so with generosity and compassion. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Pour out favor this day upon those who are afflicted and feel far removed from you,
especially those listed in the bulletin and prayer book, and those we name aloud or in our
hearts at this time. Send them companions who will show them you are ever near. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Build up relationships among people of different beliefs and backgrounds. Use the
cooperation between this congregation and others in our community to reveal your
goodness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gather us with all the saints whom you have made righteous in the death and resurrection
of Christ. Through him give us all the gifts of your kingdom and life eternal. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and all for whom we have
forgotten or neglected to pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with
you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. After
the offering is gathered, the assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING SONG:

ELW 182
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OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.
Let us pray together.
God of life,
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 144

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the holy spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.

Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
The assembly is seated.
All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive communion at your home
church, you are invited to do so here. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

♪Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the presiding minister may
say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION:

ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be
humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
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BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG:

ELW 551

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman
Todd Siebert
Art and Karen Salvitti

Chris Meyer
Sarajane Wilson
Marlin and Julia Siebert

Aaron Nicholson

Kasey Hester (friend of Marilyn Gausman’s son Michael)
Nick and Ivy Gunter and their unborn twins
Max and John (Noah Mack’s roommates)
Steve Gookins (Friend of Les & Martha Kessens and Dennis & Andrea Westerfeld)
Hauser HS students involved in accident
Nate McClintic (Spouse of Debbie Mack’s co-worker)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
Melody Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s daughter)
Zach Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s relative)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
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Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Stella Long (Paul Gausman’s sister)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Carol Rayve (Karen Salvitti's mother)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold

Bill Westerfeld

Our members at St. Andrew's:

Julia Siebert

Ruth Thackery

Our Partner Churches: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia and St. Thomas
Lutheran Church, Brookville

Today:
Welcome to worship in the name of the Creator who paints autumn leaves, the Savior
who teaches us to warm hearts with love, and the Spirit who guides us through life’s
seasons. Amen.
Pastor Creighton will be attending the I-K Professional Leaders Conference from this
evening through Tuesday. If you need pastoral care, please contact him at 812-655-4616.
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This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Wednesday –
2nd Year Confirmation
Choir practice
Sunday Sunday School
Worship Service

6:30 – 8:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Upcoming Events / Announcements:
There are numerous events taking place in Batesville and the surrounding area in the
next few weeks. Please see the bulletin board for more information about them.
St. Louis church is sponsoring a community blood draw on Tuesday, October 16 at the
Knights of Columbus hall. Come anytime between 12 noon and 5:30 pm. Appointments
are encouraged. To schedule an appointment, please visit:
www.hoxworth.org/groups/stlouiscc or contact Hoxworth at 800-830-1091.
The Food Pantry is beginning to collect items for the holiday baskets. They are asking
us to collect 300 canned fruits and/or vegetables each month for both October and
November. Please consider assisting with this vital community ministry. Your generosity
and cooperation are greatly appreciated by our neighbors in need.
Fall Family Fun Night, Friday, October 26th at 6:30 pm. Hosted by Gene and Mary Lou
Krieger. Details posted on the bulletin board and the October Exemplar. Please RSVP
by October 21 by text or call at 812-212-1124.
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Fat Camels and Narrow Needles: Only Possible for God
A rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells
him to sell what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. Jesus will
accept nothing less than our very selves. Like the rich man, we too are left
defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call to leave behind and give away
what we count on for our own security. He wants us, and therefore also
wants the things that keep us from him; he gazes upon us in love, even as he
calls us to leave behind our false sources of security. How hard it is for us
camels to pass through the eye of the needle! We too grieve at the
impossibility. It is in fact impossible for us, yet more than possible for God
to make it so. For we have a “great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, the Son of God,” who is both able to sympathize with our great
weakness but also to provide mercy and help. While eternal life on the other
side of the needle is a free gift that only God can give, it is a gift that claims
the entirety of our lives and therefore reshapes our stewardship of whatever
earthly goods we do have. For first and foremost we are called to follow the
Christ who gazes upon us in love. Since we are his, following him we will
enter through the eye of the needle, leaving behind what cannot fit through
with us. In doing so we are promised that we will gain everything: a
hundredfold more in this life in a new community under the Cross, “and in
the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:30).
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