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Sunday, September 9, 2018
Season after Pentecost
Holy Communion
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich
visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show
partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s
gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the
goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human
worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise
with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality.
Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is received with equal honor
as a child and heir.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s house this morning.
We pray that the time you share with us will be meaningful for you and
that God will bless you through it. If you have a question that is not
answered here, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the registry/attendance sheet found
in the pew in the black folder at the center aisle. It is important to us that
we know who is worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today. Hymns are found
in the “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnals located in the racks on
the back of the pew in front of you. Everything else is printed in this
booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As Christians in the
Lutheran heritage, we believe that our Lord Jesus is physically present
“in, with, and under” the bread and wine we receive. However, if you
believe that Jesus’ body and blood were given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune with us,
regardless of your faith background. A white grape juice is available at
the center of the tray for those who do not wish to receive wine.
If you desire to receive communion but are unable to come forward to
the communion rail, inform the usher of such and communion will be
brought to you.
. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
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Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Crossroads
Pastor:
Pastor Creighton
Greeters:
Brent and Heather Barker Family
Accompanist:
Andrea Westerfeld
Acolytes:
Damon and Cole Rippetoe
Assisting Minister:
Laura Nicholson
Reader:
Darrell Nicholson
Communion Assistant:
Aaron Nicholson
Sound System:
Seth Gausman
Offering Counters:
Les Kessens and Curt Wehr
Altar Committee:
Gene and Mary Lou Krieger
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear
that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to
us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather
than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church
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powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our
lives in the world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and
we are raised up as God’s people who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 520

GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

ELW p. 138

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
♪Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 140

A canticle of praise may be sung by all.

♪This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ,
our healer and Lord.
Amen.
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The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Chapter 34 portrays God’s
vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion
safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the
returning exiles.

A reading from the thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah.
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Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7a
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 146
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
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1

Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are
bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: James 2:1-17
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world,
especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lipservice to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of
compassion and mercy for those in need.
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A reading from the second chapter of James.
1

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you?
Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over you?
8
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of
it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You
shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder,
you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but
do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and
lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm
and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
8

The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

♪Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his
mission to the Gentiles.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
26
Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him
to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be
fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”
28
But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the
demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on
the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
9

opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released,
and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:

ELW 722

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy
world. Embolden us to be your risen body by welcoming strangers and
serving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creative God, small sprouts and tall trees proclaim your majesty. Give us
clear eyes to see nature’s beauty and wise minds to protect our home, this
earth, from misuse and harm. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you draw order from chaos. Watch over the nations of the
world. Bless citizens and leaders who strive toward the beloved community
for which you long. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, you give us all that we need. When your children suffer from
hunger, poverty, loneliness, persecution, injury, or illness, send generous
helpers and companions. We pray especially for those listed in the bulletin
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and prayer book and those we name aloud or in our hearts at this time. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, you set a table for us. Embolden this congregation to seek
new ways of inviting others to the feast of all creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bless us with throngs of saints who witness to your compassion. With
gratitude, we recall the lives and deeds of those who proclaim
lovingkindness to a needy world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and all for
whom we have forgotten or neglected to pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be
with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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OFFERING SONG:

ELW 182
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OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.

Let us pray together.
God of life,
you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our
labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a
table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Light. Amen.
DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 144

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the holy spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.
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The assembly is seated.
All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive communion at your
home church, you are invited to do so here. Everyone is invited to receive communion or
a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

♪Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the presiding
minister may say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION:

ELW 884

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form
us to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving
and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG:

ELW 708

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman Aaron Nicholson
Todd Siebert
Sarajane Wilson Art and Karen Salvitti Marlin and Julia Siebert
Family and Friends of Ron Price (friend of the Salvitti family)
Carol Rayve (Karen Salvitti's mother)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Steve Reen (neighbor of the Macks)
Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
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Melody Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s daughter)
Zach Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s relative)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Stella Long (Paul Gausman’s sister)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Travis Wenning (son of former BHS Ag teacher)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold

Bill Westerfeld

Our members at St. Andrew's:

Julia Siebert

Ruth Thackery

Our Partner Churches: Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern
Africa and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Smyrna
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Today:
Welcome to the house of the Lord! May God’s grace and peace fill you
today.
Today is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. We have been collecting
materials to be sent to Scarborough Elementary School in Houston, TX.
Our youth and leaders at the National Youth Gathering worked with
them in service during their time there. Please see the handout in the
narthex concerning items needed. We will collect items until
September 16th for this outreach ministry.

This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Monday –
Leisure Ladies
Church Council meeting
Tuesday –
SEIC Clergy meeting
Wednesday Meeting with 1st year confirmation students/parents
M’rita Moms at church
Choir practice
Sunday Sunday School
Worship Service
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1:00 PM
6:30 PM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Upcoming Events / Announcements:
CROP Walk is October 7th at Finks. Please see Pastor Creighton or
Ethel Ollier if you are interested in walking.
There are numerous events taking place in Batesville in the next few
weeks. Please see the bulletin board for more information about them.

God Is Partial
Again and again throughout biblical history, God is partial to caring for
the poor, the weak, and the outcast. Which is why, perhaps, Jesus’
response to the Syrophoenician woman takes us by surprise: “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs” (Mark 7:27).
The Syrophoenician woman acts in faith. She engages Jesus with
what she believes to be true about him: that through him God’s mercy
will extend even to her. Despite the distinctions that separate them
(including race, gender, and religion), she believes Jesus is a Savior
who has the power to heal all people and that she, although not a Jew,
is a member of the household of God.
The second reading, from James, reminds hearers then and now
that the Christian community’s actions are to be shaped by God’s
partiality. God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith. While the world
values the rich, the poor are God’s own treasure, made honored guests
and royal heirs through baptism. The community is called to a partiality
based on God’s values, not the world’s.
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The waters of baptism wash away all distinctions. Like streams
breaking forth in the desert, these waters surprise us with mercy in
unexpected places. These waters open our eyes, unstop our ears, and
loose our tongues to see, hear, and speak God’s partiality for the poor,
the weak, and the outcast. Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
the Spirit fills us with faith—a faith active in showing mercy that
knows no limits.
Around the table, rich and poor, haughty and humble, all who
gather receive a feast fit for the family of God. All are honored and all
are fed, because the Lord is the maker of them all.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002444.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful is reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS002444.
Oh, Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate and Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love are
reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-725344.
23

