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Sunday, May 6, 2018
Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with
us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others
as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the
joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing
to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

Let your guard down,
Let God in,
Be among friends

WELCOME . . .
We are privileged to have you as our guest in the Lord’s
house this morning. We pray that the time you share with
us will be meaningful for you and that God will bless you
through it. If you have a question that is not answered
here, please don’t hesitate to ask someone around you.
Registry: Please take time to complete the
registry/attendance sheet found in the pew in the black
folder at the center aisle. It is important to us that we
know who is worshipping with us today. Thank you.
Worship: This booklet is our order of worship for today.
Hymns are found in the “Evangelical Lutheran Worship”
hymnals located in the racks on the back of the pew in
front of you. Everything else is printed in this booklet.
Our worship includes Holy Communion. As
Christians in the Lutheran heritage, we believe that our
Lord Jesus is physically present “in, with, and under” the
bread and wine we receive. However, if you believe that
Jesus’ body and blood were given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins, you are welcome to commune
with us, regardless of your faith background. A white
grape juice is available at the center of the tray for those
who do not wish to receive wine.
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If you desire to receive communion but are unable to
come forward to the communion rail, inform the usher of
such and communion will be brought to you.

. . . WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!
Ministers: The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Crossroads
Pastor:
Pastor Creighton
Greeters:
Andy and Amy Jo Siebert
Accompanist:
Andrea Westerfeld
Acolytes:
Cole Rippetoe and Lexi Allison
Assisting Minister:
Aaron Nicholson
Reader:
Alvin Harmeyer
Communion Assistant:
Darrell Nicholson
Sound System:
Adam Mack
Offering Counters:
Gary Westerfeld, Dennis Westerfeld
Altar Committee:
Ethel Ollier

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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Just as God’s work of creation never ends,
so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day.
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life:
for water to bathe in, water to drink,
for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder,
for water that gives life to our planet.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place:
for water from our tap, for rain and snow,
for our local watershed, all creeks, streams or tributaries
that nourish us and this land.
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this
place.
We give you thanks for your salvation through water:
for delivering Noah and his family through the
floodwaters, for leading your people Israel through the
sea into freedom, for preserving your prophet Elijah
through the time of drought, for guiding your people
across the Jordan into a new land, for quenching the
Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.
We give you thanks for your salvation through water.
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized,
and for all who gather here;
for godparents and baptismal sponsors,
for children and grandchildren,
for our brothers and sisters in Christ
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound.
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.
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We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy
Spirit: for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters,
for our new birth into a life of freedom and service,
for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of
the world.
We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now
and forever. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: We Are Called

ELW 720

GREETING
The presiding minister and assembly greet one another.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

ELW p. 138

A Kyrie may be sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the
assembly.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
♪Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
♪Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW p. 140

A canticle of praise may be sung by all.

♪This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.
6

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys
beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for
you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier
and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that
the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles,
Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ.

A reading from the tenth chapter of Acts.
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon
all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who
had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles,
46
for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water
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for baptizing these people who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited
him to stay for several days.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
The psalm is read responsively by verse.
1

Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous
things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the
victory.
2
O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight
of the nations.
3
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to
the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our
God.
4
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
5
Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8

8

Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the
LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
9
The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by
keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not
through military might but through love and faith.

A reading from the fifth chapter of 1 John.
1

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the
child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it
that conquers the world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the
Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to acclaim the gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

♪Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his
disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most
important of all his commands, that they love one another.

The holy gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You
are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
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whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY:
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

ELW 706

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, we pray for the witness of the church, the
wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Holy God, your voice calls us to worship. Where discord
bellows within the church, unite us in harmony. Where
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we lack direction, guide us in singing your song with our
unique voices. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creative Lord, your melodies formed the earth and all
that is in it. Receive the roar of the sea and the rhythmic
clap of the rivers. Rejoice as the hills ring out in praise.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy One, you hear all our moans and groans. Where
lament and the blues resound, send us to listen. Send us
to comfort. Send us to build relationships rooted in your
justice and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Serenade the estranged and all who suffer alone.
Accompany high-functioning addicts and the frightened
who have no one to turn to. Give rest to overworked
caregivers and people living with schizophrenia. Today
we pray especially for those listed in the bulletin and
prayer book, and those we name aloud or in our hearts at
this time. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal Song, you call us to share our gifts for your glory.
We thank you and praise you for our musicians and
vocalists, choir directors and hymnwriters. Bless all who
lead and all who sing in worship. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Your goodness echoes through all time with the songs of
the saints. Thank you for all the disciples who have
mentored us through their gift of music. Keep your song
within us this day and always. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray and all for whom we have forgotten or neglected to
pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace,
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need. After the offering is gathered, the assembly
stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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OFFERING SONG:
As the Grains of Wheat

ELW 465

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.

Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples. Receive
these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may
be your risen body in the world. Amen.
15

DIALOGUE

ELW p. 144

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present
to give thanks.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p. 144

♪Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God,
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
So that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things
for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in invitation.
The assembly is seated.
All are welcome at Christ’s table! If you are a visitor and receive
communion at your home church, you are invited to do so here.
Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

♪Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
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COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
After Holy Communion has been distributed, the assembly stands and the
presiding minister may say:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION:
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer after
communion.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and
resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your
people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world; through the
same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessings.

May the strength of God pilot us.
May the power of God preserve us.
May the wisdom of God instruct us.
May the hand of God protect us.
May the way of God direct us.
May the shield of God defend us.
May the host of God guard us against all evil and the
temptations of the world.
May Christ be with you, Christ before you,
Christ in you, Christ over you.
May Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG:
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DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may address the assembly.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We remember in Prayer:
Carol Bergman
Don Duval
Mikayla Siebert
Todd Siebert
Macy Young
Sarajane Wilson
Art and Karen Salvitti
Marlin and Julia Siebert
Zach Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s relative)
Bekah Netherton (daughter of Debbie Mack’s friend)
Lois Bastien Brown (Tim Salvitti’s grandmother-in-law)
Ruth Booster (wife of former pastor)
Melody Briner (Marilyn Gausman’s daughter)
Marie Dierckman (Ginny Low’s mother)
Louise Eads (Michelle Wehr’s grandmother)
Bonnie Haughn (Sabrina Salvitti Haughn’s mother-in-law)
Leonard (husband of Lisa Gausman’s friend)
George Lerose (Art Salvitti's brother-in-law)
Tessa Mayer (wife of Wanda Siebert’s principal)
Ronnie Nicholson (Darrell's brother)
Barry Norman (Lisa Gausman’s former principal)
Carol Rayve and Ron Price (Karen Salvitti's mother and friend)
Ted Rayve (Karen Salvitti’s brother)
Beverly Richardson (Laura Nicholson’s mother)
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Kristina Salvitti (Art’s daughter)
Gary Schopmeyer (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
Charlie Seibert (friend of Anita and Bob Krieger)
John Ward (Eunice Sisson’s brother-in-law)
Jasmine Westerfeld (Sharon Brown’s great-granddaughter)
Melinda Wilson (wife of Ben Wilson)
anyone affected by natural disasters, warfare and violence
all who serve in the military
Honored Members:
Paul Gausman
Allen and Mary Lou Narwold
Bill Westerfeld
Our members at St. Andrew's: Julia Siebert
Ruth Thackery
Our Partner Churches: Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church
and St. John Lutheran Church, Napoleon

Today:
“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth
into joyous song” (Psalm 98:4, ESV). Welcome, as we join
Creation in worshiping God!
St. Paul Olean is hosting their annual Spaghetti Dinner today
from 11 am – 1 pm. All proceeds will go the Ripley County
Relay for Life event.

This Week:
Office Hours – Monday
Thursday
Pr. Creighton’s office hours –
Monday – Thursday
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10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
1:00 – 4:00 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Monday –
Church Council meeting
6:30 PM
M’rita Moms
6:30 PM
Tuesday –
SEIC Clergy meeting
10:00 AM
Wednesday –
1st year confirmation class
6:30 -8:00 PM
Choir practice
7:30 PM
Sunday Sunday School
9:00 AM
Sunday Worship
10:00 AM
Semi-Annual Meeting
11:15 AM
Worship Assistants for May 13th:
Greeters:
Debra Siebert and Janet Siebert
Accompanist:
Sheryl Harmeyer
Acolytes:
Hannah and Haley Barker
Assisting Minister:
Mary Lou Krieger
Reader:
Adam Mack
Communion Asst.:
Art Salvitti
Sound System:
Ross Harmeyer
Offering Counters:
Curt Wehr and Arnie Wehr
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